
Next year the Jan Karski Society will have been oper-
ating for 11 years. So far, we have realized our projects 
in probably all cultural centres in Kielce as well as in nu-
merous schools, churches and the city’s public spaces. 
Since November 1, 2014 we have had our own seat. On 
October 31, 2014, a lease agreement was signed be-
tween the Jan Karski Society and the Kielce City Hall as 
a result of which we have rented premises at 7/9 Planty 
Street, a former seat of BWA photo gallery. It was made 
possible thanks to the support from the city authorities, 
especially Mayor Wojciech Lubawski. 

The premises needed some refurbishment. Rooms 
have been redecorated, new toilets have been built and 
a new ventilation system installed. There is still a lot of 
work to do but at the moment the seat is suitable for the 
Society to carry on its statutory activities. 

We are renting the ground floor of the building. Be-
fore the war, it housed a kosher food shop, selling most-
ly meat. On July 4, 1946 the Jewish inhabitants of the 
building were murdered by Polish citizens of the city. 
This place is marked by painful memories, but it is also 
a place where before the war Jewish culture was flour-
ishing. As a society we will make every effort to com-
memorate the good and bad moments of joint Christian-
Jewish and Polish-Jewish history.

The new premises were taken over on Novem-
ber 3, 2014, and nine days later, as part of “Freedom 

and Peace” Festival, we organized a screening of a film 
about Józef Piłsudski. On November 19, we officially in-
augurated the activities of the Institute for the Culture 
of Encounter and Dialogue, organizing an event devoted 
to memories of Miriam Guterman, who was born in the 
building at 7/9 Planty Street and spent her childhood 
and youth there. Saved during the war by a Polish fam-
ily, she returned to the 7/9 Planty Street. She witnessed 
the horrors of the pogrom, after which she moved to Is-
rael, where she died on September 19, 2014. Numerous 
guests listened to a letter written by Miriam’s daughter 
and watched some fragments of films. Among those in-
vited was Michał Jaskulski, a producer of a film about 
Miriam Guterman. A scene registered by Michał show-
ing a meeting of some inhabitants of Kielce with Miri-
am Guterman during which she addressed them saying 
“I love Kielce, I love Poland” made a great impression on 
the viewers. The invited guests, some of whom knew the 
heroine of the evening personally, with great emotion 
shared the memories of Miriam Guterman.  

On November 25, 2014, a General Meeting of Soci-
ety’s members took place at the new seat. New manage-
ment board members were appointed: Bogdan Białek, 
president of the board, Bohdan Gumowski, deputy-pres-
ident of the board, and Andrzej Rogala, treasurer. 

During the meeting, the Institute for the Culture of En-
counter and Dialogue was formally established. Through 
its activities the Society will seek to build bridges be-
tween the participants of interreligious and intercultural 
dialogue. The activities of the Institute will be guided by 
the message of Pope Francis, who said about the culture 
of the meeting:

Good communication helps us to be closer to each 
other and get to know each other better, being more 
united. Walls between us can be overcome only if we 
are willing to listen to each other and learn from each 
other. We have to reconcile differences through dialogue 
forms, allowing us to grow in understanding and respect. 
The culture of the meeting requires that we are willing 
not only to give to others but also to receive from others. 



The encounter and dialogue space that we have at 

7/9 Planty Street is a little more than 150 square meters. 

It is not much when you consider our plans. In our prem-

ises we intend to permanently create:

- A meeting place in an ecumenical hall, in which be-

lievers of different faiths and religions as well as non-

believers will be able to devote themselves to con-

templation and prayer. They will be accompanied by 

the message of the Book of Isaiah, “My house will be 

called a house of prayer for all nations”, written in 

Polish, English, Hebrew, Greek and Latin; 

- “Memory Chamber of the Kotlicki and Goldszajd 

families”, which will present the history of Jews in 

Kielce before World War II, testimonies of joy and sor-

row, as well as the life at the Kielce ghetto until its end 

in August 1942. The exhibition will consist of, among 

others, photographs and letters of Hana Goldszajd; 

- “Stefan Zabłocki Memory Chamber” dedicated to the 

Jewish children from the Kielce ghetto murdered in 

1943;

- “Miriam Guterman Memory Chamber”. It will be 

a place to commemorate the history of the Kielce 

Jews during World War II and after 1945. 

The remaining space will be used for current opera-

tions of the Institute, primarily of educational character. 

From January 8, 2015 we will hold an exhibition “Anne 

Frank. Contemporary story”, organized jointly with the 

House of Peace in Wrocław. The exhibition will be ac-

companied by educational workshops for students from 

Kielce schools. In February, we are planning to launch 

a several-month program including workshops for teach-

ers and educators from the region of Kielce, inspired by 

the Heroic Imagination Project of Professor Philip Zim-

bardo, an outstanding American psychologist who pre-

pares teachers for strengthening students’ attitudes of 

active opposition to evil.

Each of these plans will require substantial financial 

means. We are trying our best to obtain appropriate 

funds, however, we are not able to handle everything 

ourselves. We would be grateful for any material and fi-

nancial assistance. Thanks to it we will be able to pursue 

our plans for the benefit of the inhabitants of the city, 

and also for all those who want to build intercultural dia-

logue.

December 2014
14.12 – The promotion of book „Martial Law 

and After” by Stanisław Żak
18.12 – The poetry evening „Rumi’s Wedding 

Night”
January 2015
8.01 – The opening of exhibition „Anne Frank. 

The modern story”
Educational workshops for children from Kiel-

ce schools
17.01 – The Day of Judaism in Catholic Church:
– a screening of the film „The Jewish Cardinal” 

by Ilan Duran-Cohen (France);
– an inauguration of „Little Cinema”, which will 

present the postfestival shows of movies 
from International Film Festival „The Jewish 
Motives”

24.01 – „Don’t do anything against love”. The 
evening devoted to Henryk Joachimowski

25.01 – The lecture „ABC of Judaism” by Rabbi 
Stanisław Wojciechowicz from Warsaw

27.01 – The International Holocaust Memorial 
Day. The ending of exhibition „Anne Frank. 
The modern story”

29-30.01 – The workshops „Journalists against 
discrimination”

Meeting with Mariusz Szczygieł

More information about the events:  
www.jankarski.org.pl
The Jan Karski Society

ul. Planty 7/9, 25-508 Kielce
www.jankarski.org.pl

biuro@jankarski.org.pl
Bank account:

Bank PKO BP II Oddział Kielce,

nr konta: 31 1020 2629 0000 9802 0157 6909

For international transfers – Swift Code: BPKOPLPW


